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Trinity County School in the 1930s – William W Hughes 

William Walter Hughes, known as Bill Hughes, was at Trinity from 1931 to 1936. 

Documents donated by Robert Hughes, who is a nephew of his late uncle Bill Hughes, have 

formed the basis of other stories related to World War II and the ‘In Memoriam’ booklet, 

which are already on the Trinity website. In addition, there were other documents related to 

Bill’s time at Trinity in the 1930s, which give an insight into some aspects of education at 

that time, and these are the source materials for this account. 

The main document is Bill’s report book; an impressive hard-covered gold-embossed book 

that includes reports at the end of each of three terms for the six years that Bill was at the 

school. 

 

 

I can’t recall what form the reports took in 1950s when I was a Trinity, but they weren’t so 

prestigious and valued as they seemed to have been in the 1930s. The first page shows how 

reports would be given for each of the three terms and how the Report Book is the Scholar’s 

responsibility while it is in his or her charge. Also, that the Parent or Guardian must see it and 

sign it at the end of each term, and that the Report Book forms a permanent record of the 

Scholar’s school career. In total, Bill’s book gives reports for each of fourteen terms. 

Four of these reports have been selected to show Bill’s progress through the school and these 

are reproduced in the following pages. Note that each subject teacher gives the individual 

subject marks, with position in class, their comments on progress, and with their initials. 

There is an overall position in class and a written comment by L. A. Swinden, the Form 

Master. For most reports there is an overall sign-off and comment by Dr Emrys E. Hughes, 

Head Master. Mr Swinden was Form Master throughout Bill’s time at Trinity and he became 

Head Master after Emrys Hughes retired in 1949/1950. 
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This is Bill’s report at the end of his first year. He is doing quite well, 18th in a class of 35 and 

with an overall rating of “Fair” 
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This is a year later, at the end of his second year with some encouraging marks of progress. 

5th in class and 1st in French. Swinden’s comment is “satisfactory” and Emrys Jones’ is “A 

good result”. Note that on all of these reports, Bill’s father, Edward James Hughes signs them 

with perfect text-book and ‘copper-plate’ handwriting. 
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This report is for the second term in Bill’s third year and shows a recovery after some less-

good results in previous terms. Form position is 6th, again is 1st in French, but Art and Music 

are not so good. Swinden hopes for “greater effort” and Emrys Jones comments on “Making 

Progress”. 
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This is Bill’s final detailed report before his final assessment for the General School 

Examination Certificate. It shows him 12th in a class with a reduced size of 25. The comment 

on French is that he “Ought to get credit”. Swinden encourages “steady work” and Emrys 

Jones “Should get the Certificate”. And indeed, six months later he does! See next page.  
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This is Bill’s final certificate – a most prestigious large rolled parchment issued by the 

University of London and signed off by Emrys Jones and the Assistant Secretary of the Board 

of Education. It records that Bill was examined in English Subjects, Languages, Mathematics 

and Science, and Other Subjects, also with Credits in French and Elementary Mathematics. 

The reverse of the certificate lists all eleven of the subjects covered by it. This certificate was 

rolled into a tube and posted to Bill at his home address after he had left Trinity. 
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At the time of leaving Trinity in July 1936, before his actual General Certificate would have 

been available, Bill was issued with a testimonial letter, which would have been helpful in 

securing employment. It is reproduced below. 

 

Bill was also given an application form to join the Old Trinity Scholars’ Association, but 

there is no indication that he filled it in and chose to become a member. 

We know from other stories about Bill Hughes, which are also on the Trinity website that Bill 

did find employment in 1937 and went on to work at a firm of stockbrokers in the City of 

London until he enlisted with the RAF, just before his 20th birthday in July 1940. For more 

details about what happened, please refer to the story of Bill’s life and tragic wartime death in 

1942 – this is to be found under the heading, Stories of People as “William Hughes and the 

1939-1945 War Memorial board at Trinity”. 

 

Colin Marr – 22 May 2021 


