
TRINITY MEMORIES PART 2 by Ray Liffen (1955-1960)  
 

A BRAND NEW PROVERB 
 

When I wrote ‘Trinity Memories’ I thought my folder of 

Trinity bits and bobs contained all that I had. Not so. 

Hence this brand new proverb: 

B!nbo!xjui!b!dfmmbs!ofwfs!uispxt!bozuijoh!bxbz!
A trawl through the underground rooms of my 100-year-old 

house revealed enough material for Part 2. 

From the responses that I had to Part 1, the lists of names in 

the ‘Three One-Act Plays’ were of particular interest, so in 

Part 2 I have included the whole of the Prizegiving booklet 

for 1959-60 and the programmes for Sports Days in 1956 

and 1960. Thirty pages of pupils names. 

 
TRINITY GRAMMAR SCHOOL WAS IN MIDDLESEX  
 

Until 1965, when Greater London was formed, Wood Green was 

part of Middlesex. The school’s emblem, three seaxes (Saxon 

swords) topped with a Saxon crown, was the coat of arms of 

Middlesex (the land of the Middle Saxons) and used on 

everything from blazer badges to schoolbooks. 

 

Being in Middlesex meant that the catchment area included 

several districts that were in the North Middlesex area – 

Edmonton, Enfield, Hornsey, Potters Bar, Southgate and 

Tottenham. These areas had their own grammar schools but for 

various reasons some Trinity pupils made quite long journeys 

each day – from Potters Bar and Enfield Lock, for example. 

 

OTHER SCHOOLS 
 
When it came to sports, what schools did we compete against? For athletics it was just five 

grammars: Glendale (also in Wood Green), Minchenden (in Southgate), Southgate County, 

Tollington (Hornsey) and Woodhouse (Finchley). The venue was Broomfield Park. 

 

For football, hockey and netball, the net was cast much wider. In addition to the five above, 

there were also Edmonton County, Enfield Grammar, Enfield Tech, Finchley County, Hendon 

County, Hornsey High, Latymer (in Edmonton), Manor House, Mount Grace (Potters Bar),  

Orange Hill (Mill Hill), St Michaels (Enfield), Stationers (Hornsey), Tottenham County and 

Tottenham High. 

  

TEACHERS 
 

In Part 1 I mentioned that the teacher in my first year was Mrs J. Naish. From the new cellar 

hoard, I discover that I was in Form 1B and in the next year I was in 2B, again with Mrs Naish. 

In the third year I’d moved up to 3A with Mrs K.J. Shelley and Mr G.R. Morris, then 4A with 

Dr J. M. Campbell  and 5A with Dr Mirthalinghan. I won’t bore you with endless quotes from 

my school reports but Mrs Naish’s comment in April 1957 was “Shows interest at times!” 

 

If you are anxious to identify other teachers that taught at Trinity at that time, the 1960 Sports 

Day programme (shown later in Part 2) lists all the teachers who officiated.   
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HISTORY IN THE 5th YEAR 
 

From what I hear, history students these days tend to do the Tudors and World War 2. 

Not so for class 5A in 1959/60. We stayed firmly in the 19
th

 Century for our O Levels. 
”How do you account for the failure of the German, Austrian and Hungarian revolutions in 1848?”  

”Why did the Crimean War break out in 1854?” 

“What were the Imperial Policies of Disraeli’s Ministry 1874 – 80” 

The pages of the book in which we wrote our answers measured 8 inches by six-and-a-half 

inches, a traditional British paper size called ‘Kings’. 

 

‘FUN WITH MATHEMATICS’ 
 

The Maths Society produced a 4-page magazine called ‘Fun With Mathematics’. Here is a 

piece called ‘Thought Reading’ by D. Waldock and A. Prince from Form 3C. 

“Write down any three different numbers beside each other. Underneath write the reverse of 

the numbers and subtract – if this cannot be done, place the larger on top of the smaller and 

then subtract.. Reverse your answer and this time add. The answer, curiously enough, whatever 

numbers you choose, is always the same i.e.1089” 

Example   321 

  -123 

   198 

           + 891 

                       1089 

 
PRIZEGIVING FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1959-60 
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SPORTS DAY 1956 
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SPORTS DAY 1960 
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