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Head to Head – Swinden to Dalrymple 

 

The Head Masters that most of us from Trinity in the 1950s would remember 

were Mr L. A. Swinden and Mr A. H. Dalrymple. Using extracts from the 

school magazines of the time, this is the story of the end of one era and the 

beginning of another. 

Swinden was appointed as Head to succeed Dr Emrys Jones in 1949. Jones had 

been Head since Trinity’s first days as Trinity County School in 1924 and he 

seems to have been highly revered. The announcement of Swinden taking over 

as Head in 1949 was relatively low key and overshadowed by the departure of 

Jones. Also, Swinden was already well known at Trinity having been a senior 

master under Jones for many years – he had been briefly Headmaster at 

Bounds Green School in more recent years. 

This is how Swinden’s appointment was announced in the school magazine of 

Spring 1949: 

 

 

 

 

When Swinden retired in 1956, it was treated as a much more significant 

event. Extracts from school magazine from Spring 1956 are reproduced in the 

following pages, they show how the school wanted to pay tribute to Swinden. 

Presumably, these were written by Mr Brandon, who seems to have been 

responsible for the editing and production of the magazines at that time.  
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The next issue of the magazine for Summer Term 1956 (see next page) gave a 

more fulsome account of the appointment of Mr A. H. Dalrymple. It also 

served to indicate Dalrymple’s belief in discipline and hard work, and that he 

was ambitious. The closing words (presumably by Brandon) predicting a busy 

and hopefully a happy time ahead, could not have anticipated the kind of 

upheaval Trinity went through in the next few years. But that’s another story, 

yet to be written.      
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